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THE LAND! THE LAND!! THE LAND!!! 
TO THE UNITED BRANCHES OF OPERATIVE 
POTTERS. 


Frrenps, Brotners, anp Feriow-Worxmen,— 
It has been beautifully remarked, by one of the finest 
poets that our country has produced, that 


“There is a tide in the affairs of men 
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune!” 


That such is a fact, few who are in the least conver- 
sant with the past history of the world, will dare to 
deny. Few there are, who have pondered over the 
pages of by-gone times, but who have witneased, in 
the records of social convulsions and changes, how 
leading societies and men have thrown themselves on 
the tide of human progression or civil commotion, and 
have been borne forward to fortune and to fame by 
taking advantage of the flood-time of human events. 
Many are those whose prophetic eye have looked into 
futurity, have traced the progress of events, and by. 
seizing the time when change became apparent, have 
left behind them names hallowed by fame, and made 
noble by daring! How requisite, then, is it for us, 
as a combined trade’s body of one of the principal 
branches of the staple manufactures of this country, 
to reflect seriously oh the position we now occupy, to 
ponder on our future prospects, and to calmly enquire, 
if the flood-time to our prosperity be arrived? and, if 
so, how can we best take advantage of the tide. 


Nations, like individuals, have a climax to their 
Prosperity ;—a point at which further advancement 
becomes impracticable, and at which decline follows as 
a natural consequence of the present mal-arrangements 
of what is termed civilized society. We have had 
our Egypts and Palmyras, our Greece and our Rome, 
our Venice and our Florence, our Spain and our 
Holland, but their greatness, like the mock-suns of a 
mirage, has past, never to return. England, too, has 
had her day:—her sun is setting. The same causes 
that undermined the stability of Venice, is sap ing 
the very foundation of “‘ The Work-shop of the World; ‘ 


(Bate, Printer, Shelton. 
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and, in all probability, the time will inevitably come, 
unless the poisonous spirit of competition be extracted 
from our social existence, when England's Commervial 
greatness, like the greatness of past empires, will be 
a mere fable of historical rememberance; a gilded 
How necessary then is it, 
for us, to awake from our lethargy, and, like intelli- 
gent men, to calmly consider the best means of 
escape. 


As a body of Operatives, we stand unequalled for 
trade's power and pecuniary means throughout the 
whole British public. We are aconcentrated body of 
men, with every facility for combined and powerful 
operations. All that is required is that we should 
see, and feel the power which our local positioh and 
our peculiar branch of manufacture place at our con- 
mand. At present we have nothing whatever to fear 
from foreign competition!—we have full command 
over all the markets of the world; but we must not 
expect that this commercial power will last for ever. 
No! An empire is springing up in the West with 
facilities for commercial intercourse, and mineral pewers 
for manufacturing operations, unequalled by any other 

ion of the known globe:—a nation, whose limits 
are sufficiently large to admit the whole population of 
Europe; whose brosd lands stretch through every 
climate of the world; and whose free institutions offer 
an asylum to the oppressed classes of «very other 
nation of the earth! The United States of America 
must, and will, become the most powerful nation of 
the globe. England’s commercial prosperity, her manu- 
facturing and maritime powers, must sink before the 
steadily increasing political resources of the Western 
Hemisphere :—that great political leviathan that shall 
ultimately revolutionize the world. Let us then, fellow- 
workmen, calmly consider our present position and 
prospects; and, if the tness of our country be 
sinking, let us take advantage of the means which we 
alone, of all the trades of this impoverished land, 
possess, and prepare ourselves for the freedom and 
freshness of nature; for the wiser and more “equi- 
table institutions of another and a better land; leaving 
Old England to the inevitable consequences of mal- 
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administration and the inordinate selfixhness of a 
grasping, monied aristocracy. We have labour !---we 
ean get land! Whet then have we to fear? If we 
procrastinate, our means may pass away; and we may 
become, as other trades have become, a bod, of help- 
lens, hopeless men. Let us then take advantage of the 
tide” in our present affaire, and, by following the 
** flood,” move on to “ fortune !” 


Of all the poisonous employs to which labour is subject- 
ed, that of Potting is one of the worst. Those, working 
in the clay, are continually subject to the respiration of 
the most deadly atmosphere :—an atmosphere impreg- 
nated with mineral poisons, highly des'ructive of animal 
life. Hence the scarcity of aged men in this neighbour- 
hood ; hence the prevalence of Asthma, Consumption, 
and a long train of bodily afflictions, to which Potters are 
liable, and to which they wi// be liable so long as they 
are compelled to work in their present overheated and 
dusty shops. How can it be otherwise ? The blood the 
source of life, is of no service to the body until it has 
been purified by pure atmospheric air, through the me- 
dium of the lungs. Pure, atmospheric air is a compound 
of the two gasses Oxygen and Azote in proportions 
of 23 of the former to 77 of the latter ; which, from its 
operations on the blood, becomes, to a grrat extent changed 
into Carbonic Acid gas, a poison commonly called breath. 
‘To breathe this, after it has once past from the lungs, is 
highly injurions to health ; hence the necessity of well- 
ventilated workshops ;—nay, the free fields of nature ! 
There are two sets of blood vessels in the human system, 
one called ve ns, the other arteries. Venous blood is 
that, the goodiness of which has been extracted by the 
hody in its passage through the system, and which takes 
vp in its course the nutritious property of food, but which 
nutritious property is of no service, whatever, to the body 
until it has been chemically turned into Arterial blqod 
by its pase: ge through the lunge, and its contact with 
atmospheric air. It then becomes Arterial blood. and fit 
for the service of the boty, if the air im the lungs be pure. 
But, alae! for the health of Potters! their lungs are 
poisoned, and their livee are shortened, by the destruc- 
tive mineral particles that fill the air they are compelled 
to breathe. It is not pure atmospheric air that they 
breathe, but a murderous compound of dust and death. 
O what a change would it be! torush from the heated 
and poisonous workshop !__from its Asthmas, Consump- 
tions, Poisons and Deaths !—to the fair fields of nature ; 
to breathe, for once, the pure breath of heaven ; to’'gazeon 
the broad expanse of earth and sky; to feel that health 
and liberty is yours ; that you are free from the pent-up 
prison work-cel] !_that you have no tyrant taskmaster 
to command you to toil !__that you can attain to some- 
thing like a hale old age, and that you can die with the convic- 
tion that the blessings you enjoy will be handed down unim- 

airedto your chi dren. O what a change would this be ! and 

w easy to be obtained, when energy and intelligence di- 
r ct the way! Energy would soon raise the means, and 
I tel'igence would point to THE LAND, as the great invest- 


meut of those meaus : - 





















































the land, that joint inheritance 
of the whole human family, bequeathed by God, toman! 
Do yau wish for health and longevity, go upon the land, 
do you wish for pure air, pure food, and wholesome ex- 
ercise, go upon the land ; do you wish to see your chil- 
dren hardy in body, energetic in mind, and a prop 
te your declining years, go upon the land; do you wish 
to have full liber'y of thought and speech, go upon the 
land ;—American land! do you wish to have full ampli- 
tude of action to raise yourselves in the scale of social ex- 
istence,_-to have a prospect of competency for declining 
years, go upon the ‘and; in short, do yon wish to be 
free from the cares, disappointments, crushed hopes, sor- 
rows, toils, dependence, suff: ring, disease, and early deaths 
of a favtory life in a doomed and hopeless country, go 
upon the land ;__the land; the land ;Ameiican land!_—. 
the oil of the free !! the great refuge for the oppressed 
labour clase of this and of all other countries of the 
known world !!! 

MENTOR. 


THE SHOALING SYSTEM !! 
BESWICK’S BANK, TUNSTALL. 
CHEAP LABOUR !! 

A NEW MODE TO SUPERSEDE THE ALLOWANCE SYSTEM! 

Mr. Editor,__Understanding that it ts the intention 
of our Union to limit the number of Apprentices to a 
given number of Journeymen, I take the liberty of of 
warding to you, without a lengthy preamble, a 
Jide fact. Read it ye Elders of the Potting Business, 
and tremble for the future! Mr. Beswick of Tunstall 
has now under his employ TWENTY SEVEN AP.- 
PRENTICES and only fourteen journeymen, and is 
Sully prepared to add still further to his youthful stock, 
if the Journeymen Potters have no objection to his 
“ shoaling system.” There are three Journeymen Hol- 
low-ware Pressers elbowed about by eight apprentices, 
and one poor Plate-maker surrounded by six, and other 
branches in a similar ratio. Alas, for the prosperity of 
our trade, unless something be done / 

Iam Mr. Editor, your old friend 

A FLAT. 





* The wilderness and the solitary place shall be 
Jor them, and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom 
as the rose.” Isah. 35 chap. \ ¢. 
To the Editor of the “ Potters’ Examiner.” 
Sirx,—You will excuse me, for introducing this humble 
epistie on the attention of yourself and readers, as I hold 
it to be the duty of every working man, be his abilities 
never 80 humble, to make known his views, if he believe 
that those views are calculated to raise himeelf and class 
in the scale of social ex'stence, without injury to the 
person or prosperity of avy individual in society. To 
this end, it is my intention to extract ideas, not words, 
from a work entitled “'T: mporal Prosperity Secured to 
Mankind, by the Practice of Christianity !” 
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It gives me much pleasure to see such plans, as those 
laid down by Mr. Watkins and Meutor, brought for- 
ward for the consideration of the « orking «lasses of the 
Siaffordebire Puiteries. Those pans show that the 
sous of labour are moving, at la-t, to the proper remedy 
for their numerous ils; and] am happy to throw ia 
my mite of exertion to forward such woble underiak- 
ings | 


It is not my intention to offer a new plan for the con- 
sideration of the Potters, but | think the one laid down 
by Mentor might be made to woik more efficiently if 
the Emigranis would adopt the prin. iple of Co-operative 
Associations. I allow that great good can be done by 
alloting portions of land to families, in an isolated state ; 
but, | believe, it is general'y admitted, that all transac- 
tions, on a large scale, if properly managed, are more 
economical than when divided into small, fractional 
parts ; which principle has been acted upon, both by 
comme cial capitalists aud ianduwners, to a consider- 
able extent. Great advantage would be derived in the 
cultivation of the soil, by the consolidation of the sev: ral 


allotments into one large farm; by which not only | 


mach actual extent of land would be saved, by the avoid- 
ance of hedge-rows and boundary dykes, but an adap- 
tation would be made of the different discriptious o/ 
grain to the peculiarity of soil suitable for their cultiva- 
tien. It is only by the expenditure of large capital that 
full advantage can be taken of the improved, agricultu- 
ral implements and machines; which implements and 
machines wou!d do much towards shui tening 'he hoursof 
labour in the proposed association. Supp/se, for ex- 
auiple, one of the families had under cultivation its 
allotment of land, the stock of which consisted of acow, 
a pig or two, and some poultry ;—suppose a failure of 
crops should occur, or any disease should take off the 
live stock, or the acting members of the family should 
become disabled, through illness, of following their em- 
ploy, there would be a great dunger of the little esta- 
blishment being broken up Under regu'ations for 
combined exertions, these ccnsi erations could never 
produce any very bad result; but then the ques- 
tion arises ** Can we com|.ine, and each have his private 
dwelling held sacred, as now, and be paid according to 
his individual exertions, in the production of wealth ?” I 
answer, he can ! 


‘Tshall not now enter into the mode of choosing officers, 
laid down in the work from which I have extracted these 
ideas ;__namely, ‘Temporal Prosperity Ensured to Man- 
kind by the Practice of Christianity ;’-suffice it to 
say, that having the power to make their own laws, the 
residents would uot make those that might prove ini- 
mica! to their own happiness. For the distribution of 
the wealth produced, a proper person might be appointed 
by the members, whose duty would be to take an ac- 
Count of the quantity of work each member may have 
performed, according to time, or othcrwise, and a ote 
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given to him, stating the sum earned in the course of 
the week. Thie note might le made of legal teader ia 
the asso: ia'ion, so that, by ;1esenting it at any of tae 
public stores, th- holier might :eceive, in return for the 
same, all, or any, kind of necessaries to the amount spe- 
cified on the Lill, At the close of every \ear stork 
wigh be taken, the accounts balanced, the profits ascer- 
tained, and the annual dividend made, deducti: g first, 
the amount r: quisite te support all those, from « hatever 
cause, unable to work; and, second,a sum for the for- 
mation af a reserve juud, for contingencies of various 
descriptions. 


This, Sir, is but an imperfect outline of t'.e plans laid 
down in the work before refered to ; but it may srrve 
to give to your readers some faint idea of what may be 
termed * The Combined Arrangemeuts.” 


If it were thought proper, and a locality could he 
found suited tv Potting, the association might m-+nufac- 
ture, as wel. as cultivate the soil. How much more 
powerful would they thus become for subjugatiuug the 
wi derness, rendering fertile the soli:ary place. and mak- 
ing the desert rej ice, and blossom as the ruse, than when 
acting in their individual capacity. We have sent or- 
ganized bands uf men for the destruction of happy 
buowmes, ad the annibilation of wealth, cannot we, then, 
send organized powers of industry, with the white ban- 
ner of peace floating above, ani on st inscribed“ Peace 
on Earth and Good will to Men,” for a much holier 
purpose, And thus teach the governments of the world 
the only true way to chaser the Munster, Poverty, from 
the abodes of men, planting in its stead the Universal 
Love Spirit of Chriet! Men of the Potteris !__fathers 
of families!! are you really intent upon emancipating 
yourselves and children from the present unholy state of 
things? If you be, put your shoulders to the wheel !— 
let a con'erence be called of the leading minds of the 
Union ;—Iet charity pervade the same, and then some 
plau will be adopted that will do honour to the working 
classes and the age in which we live! 

DANIEL ALCOCK. 

HTanley, Feb. 19th, 1844. 


THE VILE SLOP SYSTEM. 


“I will not expend one farthing with the man whe 
ts opposed to the interest of my class.” 





MENTOR. 
To the Editor of the “ Potters’ Examiner.” 

Sin,—The above is a bold and manly determination,--- 

a determination thut will carry gladn:ss to the heart of 
many a poor family in this neighbourhood. Would to 
God that operatives generally would adopt it! The 
aristocracy support their triends, the middie cl.se, with 
few exceptions, support theirs, also; and why not the 
working class resulve to support those only whose in- 
terests are identified with their own? ‘ir, Mentor's 
recommendation to his brothers in Union, to follow his 
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noble example, has, I confess, cheeied and confirmed 
me in the opinion, I expressed in your Journal, Jan. 20, 
tz. ‘that, if the Potters would bat refivet, by support- 
ing the Slop System, they thereby become in-truments 
of oppression, they woul! ', from a sense of Justice, cease 
to give it the:r support any longer.’’__To the Tailors I 
would say, bestir yours~lves ; 
public ;--you have a powerful advocate in the Potters’ Ex- 
aminer; give it then your support! It is only « penny, 
and who would not spare a penny for such a talented 
advocate? Adopt its princ'ples ;---send it to London, and 
to the other towns where the Protective Society is esta- 
blished. Our friends will then see the plans which the 
Potters are adopting to elevate themselves in Society. 
They will, at least, learn that as the Potters advance we. 
in fact all trades, will advance with them. It is in the 
nafure of things that it should be so; for when we see a 
powerful bo:ly like the Potters, powerful because they 
are intelligent, marching forward, with slow but 
certain steps, in the great and just cause of human 
happiness, we aust, inevitably, march with them ! 
I am Yours, Respectfully, 

A Sufferer from the VILE SLOP SYSTEM. 

Hanley, Feb. 27, 1844 
OFFICIAL NOTICES. 
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE FLAT 
PRESSERS’ SOCIETY. 

On Monday, March 11th, 1844, the first Anniver- 
sary of the Hope Lodge of the Burslem Flat Pressers’ 
New Sick Society, or Order, will be held at the 
Bulls’ Head Inn, Burslem; when and where every 
member of the Flat Pressers Society is respectfully 
requested to attend; as is also any friend to Union 
or Member of any other Branch. 
Turnouts, who are skilled in Music, and vthers, both 
Vocal and Instrumental, will be in attendance to add 
to the festivities of the evening. Dinner on the Table 
precisely at four o’Clock. Tickets Is. 4d. Each; to 
be had at the different Lodges throughout the districts, 

By Order of the Burslem Board of 
FLAT PRESSERS. 


TO THE UNITED BRANCH OF HANDLERS’ 


On Monday, March Ith, 1844, a Social Dinner 
of the Burslem Lodge of Handlers, will take place at 
the White Hart Inn, Burslem;- when and _ where 
every meinber of the Lodge, is respectfully requested 
to attend; as is also, any other Handler or friend 
from other districts. Tickets 1s. 2d. Each. D:nner 
on the Table at-Half-past Six o Clock. 

N.B. Those purposing to attend would do well 
to purchase their tickets on Saturday-Night next, 
March 2nd. 

By Order of Burslem Lodge of HANDLERS. 


Burslem, Feb 21, 1841. 





Four of Mr. Mason's | 
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| favour. 












TO THE UNITED BRANCH OF PRINTERS 
AND TRANSFERERS, 


On Monday-evening, March 11, 1844, a Tea Party 
willbe held at Mr. Prince’s, Hare-and-Hounde, Gower 
Street, Vauxhall, Longton; when the attendance of 
any of the sbove branch will be deemed a 
Musical performers will be in attendence, and 





| every step taken to add to the comfort of the evening. 





Tea on the table at five o’Clock. 
Women's 9d. 


By Order of the Longton Lodge of PRINTERS, 


TO THE UNITED BRANCHES OF OPERATIVE 
POTTERS. 

It is respectfully requested that each branch of the 
United Branches of Operative Potters will send in to the 
Central Committee, on Tuesday-evening next, an exact 
statement of the number of members, both in and out 
of the Union, belonging to each branch so that an 
equalized sum may be apportioned to every member 
fur the speedy liquidation of the Sheffield Debt. 


By Or’'er of the CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
THE EXAMINER COMMITTEE, having received 


the bill for advertizement duty, from the Distributor of 
Stamps, beg leave to call upon all those Branches and 


Men’s Ticket ls. 








| Lodges, that have heretofore advertized their procedings 


in this paper, to furward to the said committee, on, or 
before, Wednesday next enssuing, Is. 6d. for 
such advertizement ; being the sum demanded, as duty, 
by Her Majesy’s Distributor of Stamps. 

By order of the EXAMINER COMMITTEE. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


The limits of our paper is much too small for the mass 
of correspondence we are weekly receiving. Our correspon- 
dents must not be surprised if some of their communicati- 
ons should not appear for many weeks to come. We do 
the best we can, to give them in the order most conducive 





| to the general interest, utility, and stability of the paper ; 


and for any correspondents to feel aggrieved at the non-in- 


sertion of a communication, is a display of childish vanity 


| highly disparaging to an jntelligent mind. 





Received, and shall meet with owr earliest attention, 
Vipent; ALover or Justice, Yorkshire; Justicia, 
Hanley; N. Saut ; A Younc Reporter; &e. &e. 


Mr. Exocx Brapsuaw, and our old friend Wrvc- 
woop, must stand over for a week. 


“4n Orv Faienp and no Enemy to Emigration’’ 1 
respectfully informed, that his extracts shall have insertion 
at the earliest opportunity. We are entirely of his opinion, 
that the Eastern States of the American Union offer litile 
or no advantage to the generality of English Operatives, 
Sor a change of country. Shoe-Makers, Tailors, Cabinet- 
Makers, and others, with the exception of Potters, would 
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Jind, we believe, as much difficulty in obtaining employ- | 


ment in the crowded cities of the Eastern States as they | 
would in Old England. It is to the Western States alone, | 


that these parties should emigrate :—t'o the states 0 
Illinois, and Winconsin. In those states, land and food 
is so cheap, that no operative need fear the want of the 
necessaries, or even comforts, of life. if he feel inclined to 
labour. But any practical Potter might migrate to almost 
any town, county, or state of the American Union, 
without the least fear of bad results, if he have the 
skill and energy to commence manufacturing for him- 
self, as many have done who have gune there lately, upon 
the smallest amount of capital and upon the smallest pos- 
sible scale. There is a ready market for almost anything 
in the Potting line, and every facility for manufacturing : 
clay in abundance, and every convenience for water and 
land carriage. Land too is cheap. A small farm might 
be united to a small works, and prospects opened for com- 
petency in after life. Let the Posters reflect on the advan- 
tages offered, and take the important step in time ! 

Donation : received from a Potter, Cobridge, 6d. for 
the service of the Examiner. 

We intended, this week, giving a lengthy report of the 
late Anniversary of the Burslem Hollow-ware Pressers 
Lodye, from the important features it contains as a Sick 
Society, but want of space will compel us to forego it alto- 
gether ; calling at the same time, the attention of the Flat 
Pressers to the advertized dinner of their branch, in this 
week's paper ; which branch contains the same important 
Jeatures of a Sick and Burial society. Wehope that that 
dinner will be numerously attended. 


No room for the Patriot. 


of | 





All communications to the Editor to be addressed | 


* Examiner” Office, Piccadilly Shelton. 

A few of the back numbers of the Examiner remaining 
on hand t be had now of the publisher, Mr. Evans, 
Brunswick-Street, Shelton. 

Advertizing scale of ** The Potters’ Examiner ;" cir- 
culation 2000, Ten lines five shillings; every additional 
line fourpence. 

THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
And Workman's Advocate. 
Marcn, 2np, 1844. 

We beg leave to call attention to the official notice of 
the Central Committee, r lative to the Sheffield Debt ;— 
a subject which ought now to be taken into the serious 
consideration of every member of the Union. We are 
happy to find that the Central ( ommitt-e have again 
turned their attention to this important matter, as we 
are fully convinced that the character of our trade 
mainly depends upon its speedy settlement. We are 
fully aware that the reason why eubscriptions have not 
been entered into, heretofore, has been because the 
Union was not sufficiently consolidated to enter practi- 
cally into the subject of the Sheffield Delt, “but, “we are 











happy to state, that this reason is now, toa great extent, 
removed, and that the Union, from a sense of justire 
and gratitude are now prepared to enter practically 
into this important matter. Let vs then use every 
effort in our power to assist them in their praiseworthy 
endeavours to blot out this stain on the charecter of 
our disirict. The sum, though large in the agregate. 
will, when equally apportioned, appear but small and 
trifling. et os then be up and be doing! A few ener- 
gttic + fforts, and the business is accompli-hed; after 
which we shall have the gratifying reflection, that we 
have done a long-negiected act of duty, and have ren- 
dered a service to one of the most noble and enlightened 
bodies of British Artizans !_a body for whom we ought 
to entertain the most lively feeling of gratitude and res- 
pect for the incalculable benefits so generonsiy bestow: d 
in the time of our greatest necessity. Ob then let ns be 
jest, and perform at once this long neg!ected act of 
duty ! 


It ia the desire of the Central Committee, that The 
Suggested N: w Constitution remain open for the cor- 
sideration of the branch for another week, so that each 
delegate may be fully prepared on Tuesday-evening next, 
to give in a correct statement of the sense of his lodge. 
Let, then, each member of the Union take again that 
important document into his serious consideration ;--- 
let him read it, clause by clause, and when he shall have 
fully digested it, let him deliver his sentiments, fully 
and fearlessly, for the guidance of his delegate. 


TO THE COAL-PROPRIETORS OF NORTH 
STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Gext_emen.—We, your humble servants, are de- 
sirous of offering to your notice some plan whereby our 
condition may be bettered, and likewise calculated to 
astist you in obtaining such a return for your capital, as 
will enable you to give a sufficient remuneration to the 
Workman. We think that hitherto an unnatural system 
of competition has prevented that reciprocity of feeling 
and interest between the Master and Servant, which is so 
essential to the welfare of both. We are also of opinion 
that if a proper understanding did exist between the 
Employer and Employed, various means might be adopt- 
ed to bring about an amicable adjustment of all our differ- 
ences. If our Employers would confer together to con- 
sider the means resorted to by some of the Coal Proprie- 
tors to fill the market, they would discover that some 
have been selling as much as 30 cwt. to the Ton, and 
offering premiums for purchasers. The tendency of thie 
practice has been that those Masters who sell by the 
regular weight, have suffered inthe maiket. But one of 
the most prolific evils that has befallen Masters and Ser- 
vants, is the long hours we have had to work, forced 
upon ug, we opine, by the competition engendered by 
those masters who have been determined to force a trade. 








“We are likewise of épinion that such a syétem in’practice 


preduees the effect of deteriorating the principle of fair 
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and honest trading, glutting the markets, and in conse- 
quence, tu reduce the price of labour, the supply being 
greater than the demand. We desire to put before you 
a proposition which we consider would more equalize the 
labour market, and bring it down to a more natural level, 
by mking the supply equal to the demand Such a 
desideratum, we believe, would not only give an increased 
interest to your capital, but render you capable of giving 
a better price for our labour; the Masters being in a 
position to demand a more reasonable price for the coal 
from the consumer. 


We propose that the hours of labour shall be Eight 
instead of Ten, Twelve, &c. as hitherto. The tendency 
ot this would be to make the supply equal to the demand, 
and thus destroy the ruinous course adopted of competing 
with each other in the Market, and giving to the Public 
that which belongs to Master and Mau. Asa class, we 
only desire tu live by our labour; and it is our decided 
vpinion tha’, from the laborious na‘ure of our employment 
and the dangers we are constantly exposed to, it is but 
reasonable that our hours of labour should be lessened. 


By the paucity of our income we have been deprived of 
means for menta! cultivation. Our degradation has been 
a by-word to other classes. But by having more time 
at our command, and a better price for our labour, we 
hope to instruct ourselves and our families, mentally, 
morally, and physivally ; thereby enabling us to perform 
the domestic and social duties of life more efficiently, and 
hope to be a blessing to you and the community at 
large. 


To conclude. We entreat you to bestow on this, our 
earnest and sincere request, your careful and best consi- 
deration,— and if you should be pleased to agree with us 
as respects the principle on which it is founded, it will be 
alike creditable to your judgment and to your interest. 

We remain, Yours, &c. 
Tue Mrwnenrs or Nortn STAFFORDSHIRE. 


March 2nd, 1844. 





THE GRIEVANCES OF WORKING MEN. 


At Oldham, on Thursday week, Mr. Brady, silk- 
manufacturer, of Manchestrr, was summoned for £1 
Os 6d, of wages, alleged to be due to John Lord, 
weaver, for weaving 47 yards of a silk sarsnet piece, 
of 110 yards in length, at 5}d. per yard. Lord said 
it was part of an unfinished picce that he had com- 
pleted. A person who appeared for the defendant 
stated, that Lord had woven 45 yards, and instead of 
bringing it in three weeks, he had kept it out for 
15 weeks. Lord said he could not get through it 
any sooner, it was such bad work. The defendant's 
man said that he had completely spoiled it. At the 
Monday’s sessions the case was brought on again, 
the arbitrators being unable to agree. Mr. Bindloss, 
the arbitrutor for Mr. Brodie, etated, that if the 





piece in question had been his, he should have de- 
ducted about one-half of the sum claimed, for faulis; 
a silk-weaver named Bradley, who was the arbitrator 
for Lord, the complainaut, stated, that the de- 
fendant had wanted the man to refer the case to a 
second arb:tration, but on that arbitration he would 
vot have any weaver. Cunstable Booth, of Chadder- 
ton, being a wlk weaver, the bench directed him to 
examiue the piece. Booth did so, ani in a few 


| minutes after stated that one portion of the piece was 
| worse woven than the other, aud there were several 











failts in it, bat he should think a deduction of 4d. 
per yard would be quite sufficient to cover the faults; 
another weaver, Tonge, stated that some parts of 
the work were faulty, and other portions moderately 
geod. Lord stated, that the part he wove was 47 


yards, and he was to have had 5}d. per yard. The 


magistrates ultimately determined to deduct $d. jer 
yard, aud granted an order on Mr. Brodie for 18s. 
7}d. and cosis.__Halifaz Guardian, Feb. 3. 





EMIGRATION.—Letrer No. Vi. 
TO Mz. GEORGE MART. 
Narvoo, October 17th, 1843. 


Sin,—I received. a letter from my Parents, on the 
12th of Octuber, coutaining your respects to me, with 
a request that I should sen you a particular account of 
the state of this covntry, to which request, I cheerfully 
respoud. I am living in the city of Narvoo, to which 
city, numbers of people, from all parts of the United 
States, are gathering ; many of whom, I have the oppor- 
tunity of coversing with almost daily. This enables me 
to know something of the state not only of this State, 
but of the United States. 


The Americans, in general, are great people to specu- 
late in all hinds of business. Many have establiehed 
Banks, and issuedalarge amount of notes, wl.enthey have 
had a very small amount of real capital. ‘Tous, wheo 
their Banks have been run on, they have been unable to 
cash their notes and thcy bave consequently gone down. 
This state of things has caused the money markets, in 
this country, to be very uustable; but, I rejoice to in- 
form you, that we do not depend upon a monied 
currency for subsisteace, as you do in England. I have 
vow been in this country near 12 months, and have 4 
half of an acre of land in one of the pricipal streets of 
the city ; a Brick-house upon it, 17 feet by 15; a 
cow; 2 hogs; and 8 fowls; and have not yet received 
a dollar, in cash, for my labour. And notwithstanding 
Binks are breaking, and merchants failing, there 15, 
sull, a superabundance of the necessaries of life which 
may be obtained for labour. Wheat is now selling for 
ls, 6d. per bushel; Indian corn and oats are selling a 
6u. per bushell; beef and pork is one penny per pound; 
potatoes from 6d. to 1s. a bushel; a good cow from 
£2 100. to £3 193 ; butter, 64.-a pound; all food 
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AND WORKMAN'’S ADVOCATE. 
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proportion. Clothing is generally rather high, but every 
industrious man can obtain rot only the necessaries, but 
the comforts of life; and can breathe the pure and 
wholesome atmosphere of Repusticanism. Since I 
have been here, I have had the pleasuve of voting at a 
General, August Election, and I went in for Pure 
Demoerrey. We have now coming in office a Demo- 
cratic Governovr and Lieutenant Governor; and we 
have a majority of Demorrats both in the House of Re- 
presentatives and the Senate. Jv fact, this is a Demo- 
cratic State, and six morths residence «onstitutes a 
voter in it. 


Perhaps you might have some idea that you shall, 
sooner or later, leave the contest in which (according to 
my knowledge of you) you have been faithfully engaged, 
and come to this country. You have nobly and man- 
fully stood forward to assist in strikeing the death-bluw 
tothe prospertiy of tyrants; they have already stag- 
gered from the blow, and ultimately must expire. But 
if they should be so long in dying, that you cannot wait 
to see them expire, you can leave Mr. John Richards to 
preach their Funeral Sermon, and Mr. Samuel Robinson 


tosound their Funeral Knell; and if you should leave | ws ebaitnten « beildeig. ond Géarécly evry eullvat ticle 


Jeremiah Yates to be eexton, tell him to see well to their 
interment, and put his seal upon their tomb, for fear 
their should be a resurrection from the dead. This be- 
ing dore, you may come to this country, place yourself 
in the midst of plenty, and enjoy, through life, those 
blessings you have so |: ng contended for. 


Many of our Pottery friends, who bave come to this 
country, have made their way to those parts of the 
country where earthenware is manufactured, and have 
probably arrived there with a very little cash in their 
pockets; the manufacturer, in order that he may hare 
hands to supply every vacancy that might occur, finds 
them work at something, to prevent them from 
going away. Thus, those Cities have become over- 
stocked with Potters, and the Employe:s have taken the 
advantage of this Circumstance, and have reduced the 
Price of Lahour; and many have become very much’ 
embarrased; and, asa natural consequence, have sent 
home bad reports of “* American Tyrants.” But though 
the principle may exist in this country, the power you 
een cantrol. 'To you, I should say, if you come to this 
country, and cannot suit yourself in the large cities, 
come into the Western States, either Mossouri, Ohio, or 
lllinois, Bring with you as much earthenware as you 
can; and there is a very great profit upon s+eond-hand 
clothes a short distance from any large trading citier, 
and also gray calico and haberdashery. Bring as much 
of these goods as possible; situate yourself in a small 
town, where there isa good share of country business; 
get some live stock as soon as possible, and prepare for 
getting upon a farm; do not be discouraged at the 
change of business; almost any body can farm im this 
country ; and when you bave gotten 20 acres of land 
of your own, fenced in and cultivated, you will be as 
independent as any of the great ones in England. It 











will not occupy half of your time; and wil! produce for 
vou all you need; but be suve to get some Timber-lond 
for fencing and firing. This being done, you can live 
in the enjoyment of every priv lege vouch-afed to man 
by his Creator! You will not be compelled to support 
a constabulary fore, nor the r:l:gion of State, by paying 
Chu'ch-rates against your will. Poor-rates, Po'ice-rates, 
Magistrates’ rates, and Church-rates wi'l sink into 
eternal forgetfulness, as there are no Paupers, and no 
hired Magistrates nor Police wanted. You can choose 
what religion you like; and pay what you like for it! I 
heard of a man, of the name of Marsh, being taken be- 
fore the authorities of a city in Missoun, who cou'd not 
give an account as to how he got an honest living; he 
was sentenced to work six months for a neighbouring 
farmer, and his earnings to be appropriated to the sup- 
port of his family. 1 have lived in six different houses 
since J came in this country, and not any of them had 
any locks, or holis, to the doors. The Americans are 
not so mean as to commit petty the!ts, or to rob the poor. 
I know of one person who has been robbed of 7 hundred, 
dollars in cash ; and some times I can hear of an horse 
heing stolen, but not often. I have known carperters 


tools unti! the completion of the job. So much for 
American honesty! Before 1 conclude, I would say 
the disordered state of the currency has much affected 
the Mercantile Business of this country. There is, 
therefore, no certainty in anything else, but Fanmine. 
Land is from 1} to 5 Dollars an acre. Here you may 
find sweet employ, and live a life of Peace and Joy! 
T. F. J. FILCHER. 


BRUTAL ASSAULT ON TWO OF Mr. MASON’S 
TURNOUTS. 
To the Editor of the “‘ Potter’s Examiner.” 


Sin,—Allow me to inform you of a disgraceful outrage, com- 
mitted on the persons of two of Mr. Mason's Turnouts, on Mon- 
day-evening last, at the Vulcan Arm's Inn, Fenton. You will 
understand that the Vulcan Arm’s Inn, was the changing house 
for Mr. Mason's men previous to the strike, and is now a place of 
general resort for the turnouts. On Monday evening two of the 
latter, as usual, entered the house for the purpose of passing a 
social hour. They were somewhat surprised on entering one of 
the rooms to find a number of what are termed Mr. Mason's 
‘* KEnob-Sticks” therein; nevertheless they sat peaceably down, 
and would have taken their liquor in silence, had not one of them 
been grossly insulted and challenged to a pugilistic contest by one 
of the drunken vagabonds, present: the consequence of which was, 
that the whole commenced a villanous assault on the two turnouts. 
They were knocked to the ground; kicked, and abused in the most 
brutal manner ; and hadit not been for the timely interference of par- 
ties from withoutone must, inevetably, havebeen strangled. Warrants 
would have been immediately sought after by t he two sufferers, but 





the impression u their minds was, that from their being two 
Trade’s Union ts, they should not be able to obtain legal 
redress. ’ 


On Tuesday-morning, elated with the past night's success, the 
so-called “ Knob-Sticks” again made their appearance. but this 
time before the dwellings of the turnouts, end by # variety of im- 
pudent gesticulations, taunted and defied the Jatter to 8 breach of 
the peace, which, I am sorry to 


fe ely took Pe : 
Now, Sir, there is not a doubt age incip actors in 
this disgraceful affair,—the “ Knob ”” as they are termed, — 
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have been instigated, lu their vile proceedings, by parties who are 
opposed to the proceedings of the Union, for the purpose, if 
possible, of bringing that society into disg:ace; and, as warrants 
have been issued fur the apprehension of four of the turnouts, it is 
highly requisite that means should be raised to defend these poor 
men against the machinations of their enemies, and to enquire into 
the whole of this disgraceful affair ; for which purpose, I beg leave 
to tender you 2s. 6d., as a small tribute of sympathy from 


A FENTON TRADESMAN. 
NOTICE TO EMIGRANTS, 


FITZHUGH, WALKER, AND Co., 12, GOREE PIAZZAS, 


LIVERPOOL, 


p* PATCH, fine first class American Ships, for all parts of 

the United States of America, and which are fitted up with 
every convenience for Cabin, Second Cabin, and Steerage Passen- 
gers. 





For New Yorx, FRANCONIA, to Sail 6th. March. 
For New Ox«teans JANE ROSS, to Sail 5th, March. 
@@ Every information will be given by applying 2s above, or to 
Mr. Tuomas Cowarp, King Street, Burslem. 
TO THE PUBLIC OF THE POTYTERIES. 


HAT ESTABLISHMENT, 
LIVERPOOL ROAD, STOKE 

R. RICHARD BURTON respectfully informs his friends 

and the public, that he has commenced business at the 

above address; and that he has now on sale, at the lowest 

possible prices, a large assortment of HATS and CAPS of every 

variety of Fashion, Shape, and Quality. Any of his friends feeling 

desirous of any article in the above line, will meet, from Mr. 
Burton, every attention and the most honourable dealing. 


JOHN CARTLIDGE, AND SON ; 


SEEDSMEN AND FLORISTS, 
NORTHWOOD, HANLEY, 
EG to announce to their friends, and the public, that they have 
received their annual supply of Garden Seeds, with a choice 
selection of Flower Seeds, which they can offer with confidence, 
being of first rate quality, and true to name. 
A Choice collection of Shrubs, Fruit and Forest Tress, 
FOO ga Flowers, &c. §c. supplied to ordar. 
state, that they purpose attending 


43 and ond Uangion, Mash on Saturdays ; and Burslem, and 


Tunstall, on 











To the Editor of the “ Potters’ Examiner.” 

Srx,---As your little work continurs the defender of the 
rights of labour against the grasping avarice of unprin- 
cipled men, as well as the unflinching expositor of every 
thing that is bad, or calculate-i to injure the best inte- 
rests of the working classes, I have sent you a copy ofa 
placard,* a thousand of which we (the Journeymen 
File-Smiths) have gotten printed for circulation, show- 
ing how the Statesin North America are profiting by 
our abominable policy, together with a copy of our last 
week’s Independent by the same pust, the editorial re- 
taarks of which, I much admire. . 

Sir, perhaps you are not aware to what extent the 
learning, of trades, by vonvicts, in the State Prisons, is car- 





tt sball appear ii in our next. “Ra. 





ried on; an-| al hough the system is only in ite infaney, 
yet very rapid progress is making, aud no doubt before 
long #il! rival the mother country. 

Should you think these matters worthy a place in your 
valuable periodical, by inserting the same, you will 
greatly oblige yours, very respecttully, JOSEPH KIRK, 

195 Alfen St. Sheffield, Feb. 20th, 1844. 
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- Poxtey. 


(WITHOUT.) 


The winds are bitter ; the skies are wild; 
From the roof comes plunging the drowning rain ; 
Without,—in tatters, the world's poor child 
Sobbeth aloud her grief, her pain ! 
No one heareth her, no one heedeth her; 
But hunger, her friend, with his cold gaunt hand 
Grasps her throat,—whispering huskily, 
* What dost ruov in a Christian land ?” 
(WITHIN.) 
The skies are wild, and the blast is cold: 
Yet riot and lusury brawl witutn : 
Slaves are waiting, in crimson and gold— 
Waiting the nod of 2 child of sin. 
The fire is crackling, wine is bubbling 
Up in each glass to its beaded brim : 
The jesters are laughing, the parasites quaffing 
“ Tlappiness”—“ Honour”—and all for him { 
(WITHOUT) 
She who is slain ‘neath the winter weather— 
Ah! she once had a village fame, 
Listened to love on the moonlit heather, 
Had gentleness—~—vanity—maiden shame. 
Now her allies are the tempest howling, 
Prodigals’ curses—self disdain, 
Poverty—«misery—well, no matter, 
There is an end unto every pain ! 
The harlot’s fame was her doom to-day, 





She's gone,-—poor life ite “ fever’’ o'er. 
Soh,—let her in calm oblivion lie; 
While the world runs merrily as before ! 
(WITHIN.) 
He who yon lordly feast enjoyeth, 
He who doth rest on his couch of down, 
He it was, who threw the forsaken 
Under the feet of the trampling town ; 
Liar—betrayer—false as cruel,— 
What is the doom for his dastard sin ? 
His Peers they scorn ? high dames they shun him ? 
Unbar yon palace, and gaze within. 
There—yet his deeds are all trumpet sounded, 
There, upon silken seats, recline 
: Maidens as fair as the summer morning, 
Watching him rise from the sparkling wine ; 
Mothers all proffer their stainless daughters, 
Men of high honour salute him “ friend,” 
Skies! oh, where are your cleansing waters ? 
‘World! oh, where do thy wonders end? 


a. ———— 
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